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What is Gateway Community High?

A unique offering in Carlingford

Opening in January 2021, Gateway Community High is a small, 

independent “alternative” high school.

We are here to provide opportunities for young people to thrive in an 

educational setting outside mainstream schooling - tailored to support 

their learning, their personal growth and a sense of belonging.

Limited places are available for up to 30 young people in 2021 across 

Years 9 and 10,  seeking to complete their Stage 5 studies and achieve 

their Record of School Achievement.



What is Gateway Community High?

A unique offering in Carlingford

Gateway offers an opportunity for students to thrive by gaining a real 

sense of confidence and belonging. 

Our alternative approaches will be unique - our students will be 

expected to be the drivers of their own educational destiny. It’s a 

place of flexible, engaging and practical learning where students can 

reconnect with their learning.

Our wish is that our first year of incoming students help us make 

Gateway Community High a place where they can Achieve, Grow and 

Belong.



Why have we established it?

Creating learning opportunities that meet community needs

Our organisational Purpose at Macquarie Community College is to 

identify and create inclusive education and training opportunities. We 

are always looking at how to meet community needs.

A highly regarded provider of affordable adult community education 

for more than 70 years, we want to build on our expertise and do 

more for young people in our community to ensure they stay engaged 

with their education.

We were inspired by the success of the Community Colleges 

movement  that have now established more than 20 Special 

Assistance High Schools across regional NSW.

Builds on our 70+ years of 
expertise in education and 
training

Gap in service in this part of 
Sydney

Empowers young people in 
our community to create  
better futures

Inspired by successful 
models in regional NSW.



Why have we established it?

Creating learning opportunities that meet identified needs

The idea for our new independent high school, located at Carlingford, 

came about when Macquarie Community College educators  

reimagined the middle school experience for young people who don’t 

necessarily fit the standard mould.

A committed working group of volunteers and staff commenced 

research into local needs almost 3 years ago. We were surprised to 

discover that even with great schools and high attendance levels in 

our immediate local area, hundreds of young people might not be 

attending school on any given day and there were few alternative 

options locally available.

Builds on our 70+ years of 
expertise in education and 
training

Gap in service in this part of 
Sydney

Empowers young people in 
our community to create  
better futures

Inspired by successful 
models in regional NSW.



Why have we established it?

Identified needs in the community

With so many disruptions to education this year, there’s never been a 

greater need for a community school like this. It will enable students to 

complete the Year 10 NSW Record of School Achievement (ROSA), and 

provide a gateway to ongoing education or training, whether that be 

Year 11 and 12 or vocational training.

We are creating the opportunity for students to participate in a 

positive, personalised and inclusive learning environment. We engage 

students in experiential-style learning, provide specialist language, 

literacy or numeracy help where necessary, and build in additional 

time for students to pursue their own interests and projects. We have 

a strictly no homework policy and incorporate a healthy exercise 

program that enhances individual health and wellbeing. 

Tailored support and special 
assistance

Small class sizes

Personalised and inclusive

Supportive learning 
environment

$50 term fees



Our Values inform our approach

A positive, personalised and inclusive community of learners

Treat all others with consideration and dignity

Listen and respect other points of view 

Make meaningful personal connections and friendships 

Demonstrate that positivity and kindness matter

Value and work on stronger relationships

Respect and Relationships

Be proactive, taking charge of your future

Be a champion of fairness and justice

Make informed decisions, ask for help

Plan, then take your next steps

Contribute to making school a great place to be

.

Empowerment and Engagement

Commit to acquiring knowledge and skills

Explore, be curious and be willing to learn from mistakes

Participate and share your ideas

Reflect on your personal and academic progress

Celebrate and embrace our differences

Accept people for who they are

Understand our different abilities and backgrounds

Be fair and suspend judgment

Be a great team player

Diversity and Inclusion

Set a goal to accomplish something worthwhile

Take pride in achieving your personal best

Help others achieve and excel

Take responsibility for your own actions towards yourself, 

others and the environment

Achievement and Accountability

Be confident that you can be your best self every day

Care for yourself and others

Resolve differences in a constructive, peaceful way

Be honest and trustworthy - your word is your bond

Feel valued and confident

Safety and Belonging

Learning and Development



The philosophies that drive us

A positive, personalised and inclusive community of learners

Young people can take control of, and 

responsibility for, their learning .

Agency

A fresh start is possible for all; positivity 

and truthfulness matter.

Authenticity

Individualised learning pathways; support 

and guidance to achieve goals.

Student centred

Our community of learners must feel valued, 

safe and have a sense of belonging.

Community

.



Why are we different?

We will be doing school differently

A small School, small class sizes, focussed 

attention on the student.1.

Individualised Learning Program - working on 

the present and looking ahead to future 

options. 

2.

Strengths-based, supportive approach to 

building strong foundations for personal 

wellbeing and active health.

3.

Extra time - to catch up, complete or extend 

their learning and personal development, 

depending on their starting point.

4.

Able to cater to different learning styles, 

practical and engaging enquiry learning.5.

No homework, no strict uniform, no huge fees.6.



We will focus on the fundamentals – ensuring 

completion of key learning areas for the 

attainment of the NSW ROSA.

Core Subjects Focus
1

Write main text 
header here

We include time for fresh air and exercise, skills 

development and teamwork.

Physical Activity
2

We will develop a program of enrichment 

learning activities of interest to the cohort, 

working with the College and the community.

Enrichment Experiences
3

We will take time to have some fun, share meal 

times and develop new friendships.

Fun, Food and Friendships
4



Time to check in, catch up, grab breakfast, get 

into a positive mindset.

The Gathering – 8.55am start
1

Write main text 
header here

Fresh focus, key learning time..

Morning Fundamentals – Maths and English2

Variety of subjects, personal and project time.3

Topics and Activities to stay active and healthy.

Afternoon Energy – PDHPE and Sport
4

Mid day Mix  – HSIE, Science, Personal Time 



A welcoming, secure learning precinct to call their own



Who would benefit the most from 
this unique service?

Only 30 places available in 2021

We are targeting young people who:

• Want to be here – motivated to make the most of a fresh start 

outside a mainstream environment

• Could benefit from extra support and individualised attention to 

re-engage with their education

• May have missed some Language, literacy or numeracy 

fundamentals including being from CALD background

• Are looking for a place of safety and belonging

• Looking to build their pathway to future Stage 6 studies or VET

Do you know a young person that we can help?



Who can we not help?

We are a new, small Special Assistance School

We are not a registered Special School

We are not a registered Behavioural School

We are not sufficiently experienced or equipped to work with:

• Young people with Special Education needs

• Students with significant behavioural issues

• Young people with a history of violence

• Students with untreated mental health issues
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Case study
“Alexis”

Alexis found her world falling apart piece by piece in her early 

teens. Her parents divorce, the suicide of a close family 

member, a move of cities and schools, and a victim of abuse 

all led to being alienated and self-harming.

She says she needed just one adult outside of the family –

someone who saw her every day and knew her well – just 

one teacher at her school to take an interest in her. Someone 

who understood what poor mental health looked like in early 

adolescents. She was bullied and friendless and considered a 

bit weird. She did not have a sense of belonging anywhere, 

nor did she “fit” and she found herself  out of school and out 

of touch with family at age 16. She eventually got the help 

she needed and determinedly got on her current pathway to 

be an early childhood teacher.
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Case study
“Mark”

Having been very happy and successful at Primary school, 

Mark started to struggle emotionally in Year 7 and became 

increasingly disengaged with his schooling to the point where 

he fell behind and missed a lot of Year 8. After many months 

of fabulous family and school support and intensive follow up 

with a range of specialists Mark was diagnosed with, and 

started to be treated for, anxiety. His anxiety became very 

acute  - to the point where he could not physically attend  

school at all. Mark eventually enrolled in distance ed and was 

home schooled. Mark eventually completed his year 10 

studies but mum would have loved to have access to 

somewhere like Gateway for Mark so that he could maintain 

friendships and have more flexibility with his learning 

program.



Why should you refer a student or parent/carer to us?

o You know the young people in your school or youth agency that might benefit from the chance to make a fresh start

o You are a trusted advisor to young people and their parents/carers 

o We have a long history of working with referrals and word of mouth recommendations from our networks in the 

community

o We will treat your referred clients with respect and manage their confidentiality

o We will keep you informed about the progress of your referral

o With only 30 places available not all applicants can be offered a place



Parent/Student Open Days

• Wed Nov 11:  4:00pm-6:00pm

• Sat Nov 14:    10:00am-12:00pm

• Thu Nov 19:   4:00pm-6:00pm

REGISTER AT

www.gatewaycommunityhigh.nsw.edu.au/open-day

http://www.gatewaycommunityhigh.nsw.edu.au/open-day


Contact Us

Please feel free to call us on or 

contact us if you require any 

further information.

GET IN TOUCH

(02) 8845 8835

www.gatewaycommunityhigh.nsw.edu.au

info@gatewaycommunityhigh.nsw.edu.au

http://www.gatewaycommunityhigh.nsw.edu.au/
mailto:info@gatewaycommunityhigh.nsw.edu.au


Thank You

www.gatewaycommunityhigh.nsw.edu.au




